Ludwiqg Friedrich Gelles (1922-1943)

by Edward Gelles

Ludwig Gelles was born in Vienna on 3™ June 1922 to Dr David Gelles,
advocate of that city and Regina (Renee) Gelles nee Griffel. He was the elder
brother of Edward Gelles, who was born on 24™ November 1927 (1).

Ludwig was educated at the Akademisches Gymnasium in Vienna. At the time
of the Anschluss in 1938 he would have been within 2 years of taking his
Matura (matriculation) and entering the University. Ludwig came to England
with his parents and younger brother on 13" August 1938 as refugees from Nazi
persecution. His paternal uncle Dr. Max Gellis and maternal uncles Zygmunt
and Edward Griffel were in London at that time, the Griffels moving to the
United States before the outbreak of the Second World War.

The Gelles family settled in Bayswater (6 Queens Court, Queensway,W2) and
the children continued their education. Edward was sent to a boarding school
and was away from home when in the darkest days of June 1940 many German
and Austrian Jewish refugees were rounded up and interned as “enemy aliens”
and some were sent to camps in the Isle of Man. These included my father, my
uncle Max, and brother Ludwig. This tragic mistake of failing to distinguish
refugees from Nazi persecution and possible Nazi sympathisers was quickly
rectified. My father was released within a matter of weeks, but by then my uncle
and brother had been sent to Australia on S.S. Dunera (2). They were ultimately
released in Australia. Uncle Max remained there. He had some business
connections and was prominent in amateur chess circles, representing Australia
in several international chess matches. After the war he returned to Vienna and
resumed his legal practice. He wrote a definitive book on Austrian Company
Law which has gone through six revised editions under his name

At the end of 1942 Ludwig was so homesick that he could not be dissuaded
from returning to England. As the attached Australian form shows, Ludwig
embarked for New York on 29" January 1943. There he stayed with his uncle
Edward Griffel but insisted on continuing his hazardous homeward journey.
The ship taking him across the Atlantic was torpedoed and sunk not far from
these shores (3
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Regina Gelles nee Griffel with her elder son Ludwig (ca. 1927)







